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Technical Amendment to Cannabis 
Location Restrictions 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Los Angeles City Planning, in cooperation with the Department of Cannabis Regulation, 
has drafted an ordinance modifying the 2017 location restrictions for commercial cannabis 
activity, including minor changes to the way certain sensitive sites are defined as well as 
to the rules for grandfathering of Existing Medical Marijuana Dispensaries. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 2017, the Los Angeles City Council adopted a regulatory framework for medical and 
nonmedical commercial cannabis activity, including location restrictions, operating 
standards, and a process for applying for licenses. The location restrictions identified 
zones within which commercial cannabis activity is eligible to operate, and required 
businesses to observe specified distances from sensitive sites and in some cases from 
other cannabis businesses. Following the adoption of the regulatory framework, the City 
Council called for several refinements to the location restrictions (Council File 14-0366-
S4).  
 
In response, Los Angeles City Planning, in cooperation with the Department of Cannabis 
Regulation, has prepared the draft Technical Amendment to Cannabis Location 
Restrictions, an ordinance that makes minor changes to the definitions of certain 
categories of sensitive sites, as well as to the rules for grandfathering of Existing Medical 
Marijuana Dispensaries. Subsequent, forthcoming legislation will address other changes 
requested by the Council, including zone and sensitive use restrictions for on-site 
consumption of cannabis at licensed retail businesses, temporary cannabis events, and 
mixed-light cannabis cultivation. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 
The draft ordinance would amend the regulations concerning commercial cannabis 
activity contained in Article 5, Chapter X of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, as follows:
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• Modify the definition of “Public Park” to include public parks located outside of Los 
Angeles city limits and clarify that the definition includes OS Open Space-zoned 
properties that are used as park and recreation facilities. Currently, all cannabis 
retailers must observe minimum distancing requirements from all Public Parks and 
OS-zoned land located within city limits.      Bring the reference to the definition of 
“Permanent Supportive Housing” (PSH) into consistency with the recently adopted 
PSH Ordinance. The existing location regulations currently refer to a City Planning 
case file that is no longer active. 

• Require applicants for new licenses to observe minimum distances from the 
applicable sensitive sites in existence on the date of the license application, rather 
than the date the license is received. 

• Clarify that Existing Medical Marijuana Dispensaries (EMMDs) are not subject to 
the City’s current sensitive site distancing requirements for commercial cannabis 
activity as a condition of continuing operations after December 31, 2022.  

• Clarify that EMMDs wishing to retain their grandfathered status are not subject to 
the Proposition D restriction against accessing the business premises through a 
door opening onto an alley adjoining residential uses, provided that the door is 
used only by employees, vendors, and contractors and is not available for use by 
customers. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
How will this ordinance affect the licensing of new cannabis retailers? 
 
New cannabis retailers would be subject to the revised definition of Public Park, meaning 
that they would be prohibited from operating within 700 feet of parks located in 
neighboring cities or unincorporated areas, as well as within 700 feet of “OS” zoned 
properties that are used as park and recreation facilities, including trails, lawn areas, play 
areas, child care facilities, picnic facilities, and athletic fields with up to 200 spectator 
seats. 
 
How will this ordinance affect existing cannabis retailers? 
 
Existing Medical Marijuana Dispensaries (EMMDs) that were previously authorized to 
operate under Proposition D would not be subject to the City’s sensitive site distancing 
requirements for commercial cannabis activity as a condition of continuing operations 
after December 31, 2022. EMMDs would still be subject to the sensitive site distancing 
requirements in Proposition D, as well as the City’s current zone restrictions. 
 
Additionally, EMMDs would not be subject to the Proposition D restriction against 
accessing the business premises through a door opening onto an alley adjoining 
residential uses. The ordinance would allow the use of such a door if access is limited to 
employees, vendors, and contractors and the door is not available for use by customers. 
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What other regulations currently apply to commercial cannabis activity in 
the City?  
 
Commercial cannabis activity in the City of Los Angeles must be licensed by the 
Department of Cannabis Regulation (DCR). In order to obtain a DCR license, each 
business must comply with zone and distancing requirements as well as procedural and 
operating standards. Additionally, commercial cannabis activity must be licensed by the 
appropriate State licensing agency. More information is available on the DCR website at 
http://cannabis.lacity.org under “Laws, Policies and Resources.” 
 
Will there be any opportunities to comment on this ordinance? 
 
Yes! City Planning will hold a public hearing during which staff will present the 
ordinance, take questions, and accept official testimony for the public record. The 
hearing is scheduled to take place on November 13, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in Ronald F. 
Deaton Civic Auditorium, 100 W 1st St, Los Angeles, CA 90012. The hearing notice is 
available at Planning4LA.org/plans-policies/proposed-land-use-regulations. 
 
Written comments may be sent by email or conventional mail to the staff contact listed 
at the end of this fact sheet. Comments should be received on or before November 18, 
2019 for consideration in City Planning’s recommendation report. Comments received 
after November 18, 2019 should be addressed directly to the City Planning Commission 
at cpc@lacity.org. Please reference City Planning Case No. CPC-2019-6203-CA in your 
comments. 
 
What are the next steps in the legislative process? 
 
Following the public hearing on this ordinance, City Planning staff will compose a Staff 
Recommendation Report for the City Planning Commission, and the ordinance will be 
scheduled for the Commission’s consideration. The tentative date for the amendment to 
go before the Commission is December 19, 2019. If approved by the Commission, the 
amendment will be considered by a City Council committee before eventually heading to 
the full City Council for consideration and adoption. 
 
Where can I get more information? 
 
The draft ordinance, hearing notice, and a copy of this fact sheet are posted at 
Planning4LA.org (click on “Plans & Policies,” then “Proposed Regulations”).  
 
Staff Contact:  
Niall Huffman, City Planning Associate 
DraftCannabisOrdinances@lacity.org  
(213) 978-3405 
200 N Spring St, Room 701 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

http://cannabis.lacity.org/
https://planning4la.org/plans-policies/proposed-land-use-regulations
mailto:cpc@lacity.org
http://planning.lacity.org/
mailto:DraftCannabisOrdinances@lacity.org


 

 

 

This notice concerns a draft citywide Municipal Code amendment prepared by the Department of City Planning.  All interested persons 
are invited to attend the public hearing where you may listen, ask questions, and/or present testimony regarding the project.  The hearing 
officer may consider all the testimony presented at the hearing, written communications received prior to or at the hearing, and the merits 
of the project as it relates to existing environmental and land use regulations. Please note that your attendance at the hearing is 
optional. 

 
Project Site: CITYWIDE     

Case No. CPC-2019-6203-CA 
CEQA No. ENV-2019-6204-SE 
Held By: Department of City Planning 

Code Studies Division 
Date: November 13, 2019 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Place: 
 

Ronald F. Deaton Civic Auditorium 
100 W. 1st St.  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

Staff Contact: Niall Huffman, City Planning Associate 
200 N. Spring St., Room 701 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
DraftCannabisOrdinances@lacity.org 
(213) 978-3405 
 
 

      
PROPOSED PROJECT: 
Proposed ordinance amending the Los Angeles Municipal Code regulations concerning sensitive site distancing requirements and grandfathering 
provisions relating to commercial cannabis activity. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION(S): 
1. Find, based on the whole of the administrative record, that the project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Business and Professions Code 

Sec. 26055(h) on the basis that the project will adopt ordinances, rules and/or regulations, that will require discretionary review under CEQA 
to approve licenses to engage in commercial cannabis activity in the City of Los Angeles. 

2. Approve and recommend that the City Council adopt the proposed ordinance. 
 

Puede obtener información en Español acerca de esta junta llamando al (213) 978-1300 
 

_______________________________ 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

FILE REVIEW - The complete file is available for public inspection between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Please call or email the staff identified on the front page, at least three (3) days in advance to assure that the files will be available.  
Files are not available for review the day of the hearing.   
 
TESTIMONY AND CORRESPONDENCE - Your attendance is optional; oral testimony can only be given at the public hearing and may 
be limited due to time constraints.   Written testimony or evidentiary documentation may be submitted prior to, or at the hearing.  Any 
materials submitted to the Department become City property and will not be returned.  This includes any correspondence or exhibits 
used as part of your testimony. 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMISSION OF MATERIALS – Written materials may be submitted prior to the hearing via email, in person 
or by U.S. mail to the staff identified on the front of this page or to the decision-maker or hearing officer at the public hearing.  An 
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original plus three (3) copies must be submitted prior to, or at the hearing.  To the extent possible, please also submit all 
materials electronically (flash drive, CD or via email).  Materials must be presented on letter size (8 ½ " x 11") or legal size (8 ½ " x 
14") paper. All oversized exhibits must be folded to fit into a legal-sized folder.   Plans (i.e. site plans, floor plans, grading plans) must 
be presented on paper size not smaller than ledger size (11” x 17”). The case number must be written on all communications, plans 
and exhibits.   
 
EXHAUSTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES AND JUDICIAL REVIEW - If you challenge these agenda items in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing agenized here, or in written correspondence on 
these matters delivered to this agency at or prior to the public hearing. If you seek judicial review of any decision of the City pursuant to 
California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.5, the petition for writ of mandate pursuant to that section must be filed no later than 
the 90th day following the date on which the City's decision became final pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6. 
There may be other time limits which also affect your ability to seek judicial review. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS - As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability.  The hearing facility and its parking are wheelchair accessible.  Sign language interpreters, 
assistive listening devices, or other services, such as translation between English and other languages, may also be provided upon 
written request submitted a minimum of seven (7) working days in advance to: per.planning@lacity.org. Be sure to identify the language 
you need English to be translated into, and indicate if the request is for oral or written translation services.  If translation of a written 
document is requested, please include the document to be translated as an attachment to your email.  
 

mailto:per.planning@lacity.org
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ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 
An ordinance modifying regulations concerning Commercial Cannabis Activity in the 

City of Los Angeles. 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1. The following definitions in Section 105.01 of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code are amended to read: 
 

“Public Park” means an open space, park, playground, swimming pool, beach, 
pier, reservoir, golf course, or similar athletic field within the City of Los Angeles, which 
is under the control, operation or management of the City Board of Recreation and Park 
Commissioners, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, the Mountains Recreation 
and Conservation Authority, the County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and 
Harbors, the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation, or the 
California Department of Parks and Recreation, the parks and recreation agency of an 
adjacent city or county, a recreation and park district authorized under Chapter 4 of the 
California Public Resources Code, or a community services district authorized under 
Division 3 of the California Government Code, and shall further include any property in 
the City of Los Angeles zoned Open Space ("OS") as defined under Section 12.04.05 of 
the Los Angeles Municipal Code that is being used as a parks and recreation facility, 
including bicycle trails, equestrian trails, walking trails, nature trails, park land/lawn 
areas, children’s play areas, child care facilities, picnic facilities, and athletic fields (not 
to exceed 200 spectator seats) used for park and recreation purposes. 

   
“Permanent Supportive Housing” means Supportive Housing as defined in the 

Draft Permanent Supportive Housing Ordinance initiated August 30, 2017, CPC-2017-
3136-CA, as may hereafter be adopted or amendedSection 12.03 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code, to include housing with no limit on length of stay that is occupied by 
persons with low incomes who have one or more disabilities and may include, among 
other populations, adults, emancipated minors, families with children, elderly persons, 
young adults aging out of the foster care system, individuals exiting from institutional 
settings, veterans, and homeless people, but only to the extent such Permanent 
Supportive Housing provides on-site Supportive Services. As may hereafter be adopted 
or amended, Supportive Services means services that are provided on a voluntary basis 
to residents of Supportive Housing, including, but not limited to, a combination of 
subsidized, permanent housing, intensive case management, medical and mental 
health care, substance abuse treatment, employment services, benefits advocacy, and 
other services or service referrals necessary to obtain and maintain housing. 
 
Sec. 2. Subsection (c) of Section 105.02 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is 
amended to read: 
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(c)   Commercial Cannabis Activity that has received licenses by the State of 
California and City for its location and otherwise meeting all other restrictions and 
requirements of this article shall be in violation of the distance restrictions in this article 
required from: 
  

(1) An Alcoholism or Drug Abuse Recovery or Treatment Facility, if the 
Alcoholism or Drug Abuse Recovery or Treatment Facility first opened for use by 
its patrons prior to the date the Commercial Cannabis Activity received applied for 
a licenses by from the State and City for its location; 

  
(2) A Day Care Center, if the Day Care Center first received a license from 

the State as a Day Care Center prior to the date the Commercial Cannabis Activity 
received applied for a licenses by from the State and City for its location; 

  
(3) Permanent Supportive Housing, if the Permanent Supportive Housing 

first appeared on a list of addresses and parcel numbers of Permanent Supportive 
Housing developments that have received entitlement approvals or a building 
permit from the City, provided by the Housing and Community Investment 
Department to the Department of Cannabis Regulation, prior to the date the 
Commercial Cannabis Activity received applied for a licenses by from the State 
and City for its location; 

  
(4) A Public Park, Public Library, or private School, if the Public Park, Public 

Library, or private School: (a) first opened for use by its patrons or students before 
the Commercial Cannabis Activity received licenses by the State and City for its 
location, even if the Public Park, Public Library, or private School opened without 
a permit, authorization or approval for a Public Park, Public Library, or School; or 
(b) first received a permit, authorization or approval for Public Park, Public Library, 
or School before the Commercial Cannabis Activity received applied for a licenses 
by from the State and City for its location; and 

  
(5) A public School, if the public School: (a) first opened for use by students 

before the Commercial Cannabis Activity received licenses by the State and City 
for its location, even if the public School first opens without a permit, authorization 
or approval for a public School; or (b) first received a permit, authorization or 
approval by the Office of Public School Construction or California Department of 
Education or Division of the State Architect, before the Commercial Cannabis 
Activity received applied for a licenses by from the State and City for its location. 

 
Sec. 3. Subsection (b) of Section 105.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is 
amended to read: 
 

(b)   Limited Grandfathering if the City Issues a License. If the City issues the 
EMMD a City license for Commercial Cannabis Activity, the EMMD shall continue to 
operate at its location within the City in accordance with the rules and regulations set 
forth by the City. Such EMMD shall not be subject to the zone, distance and sensitive 
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use restrictions stated in Section 105.02 of this article until after December 31, 2022, on 
the condition that the EMMD: (1) operates and continues to operate in compliance with 
the distance and sensitive use restrictions (Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 
45.19.6.3 L. and O. of Proposition D, except that the EMMD need not comply with the 
prohibition on ingress or egress on a side of the premises that is across an alley from 
Residentially Zoned Property so long as the ingress or egress is restricted to 
employees, vendors and contractors of the EMMD, notwithstanding those restrictions 
would have been repealed; and (2) limits on-site cultivation at the Business Premises to 
not exceed the size of the EMMD's existing square footage of building space as of 
March 7, 2017, as documented by dated photographs, building lease entered into on or 
before March 7, 2017, or comparable evidence. If the EMMD issued a License fails to 
operate in compliance with these provisions of Proposition D, the EMMD's License shall 
be subject to revocation. This limited grandfathering shall not create, confer, or convey 
and any vested right or nonconforming right or benefit regarding any activity conducted 
by the EMMD beyond the term and activities provided by the License. This limited 
grandfathering shall cease immediately after December 31, 2022. After December 31, 
2022, all EMMDs shall be required to be located on a Business Premises that meets all 
the zone requirements of Article 5 of Chapter X of this Code. Any EMMD located on a 
Business Premises that does not meet all the zone requirements of Article 5 of Chapter 
X of this Code shall cease operating immediately after December 31, 2022. 
 
Sec. 4. The City Clerk shall certify, etc. 
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